Hampshire HealthConnect. A local effort increases access to health care for the uninsured.
In the absence of universal coverage, there is a need to develop solutions at a local and state level to the dramatic rise in the uninsured. This article summarizes a local countywide effort to address this issue in a rural area. Key ingredients for success include both hospital leadership (they have significant resources at their disposal), extensive community involvement (to maintain momentum for the program), and local physician leadership (physicians are, in essence, forgoing income in return for a formalization of who is eligible for the free care program).